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medical use, that type of thing. In fact, there was some 
shortages covered previously for that basis. It's probably 
management decisions over time that have allowed that money to 
accumulate. That's also why I said that probably could come 
back as a deficit next year because many of those needs are not 
going to go away.
SENATOR SMITH: Okay. So you would not concur with the Governor
then that there's a vacancy savings there? Is that what you're 
getting at?
SENATOR WEHRBEIN: I'm concurring with the Governor because
we...that we sustained that cut.
SENATOR SMITH: Has the condition of corrections changed at all
within the last two weeks in terms of the vacancy savings?
SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Probably not.
SENATOR SMITH: Okay. Thank you. Senator Wehrbein. This is
probably, well, this is clearly the most difficult decision I've 
had to make in the...this, my fourth session in the Legislature. 
We hear from constituents about taxes, and we hear from 
constituents about programs. And I always try to get the most 
specific information possible. And it seems like the most 
specific information that I get is in terms of a tax bite. 
Nebraska is not noted for low taxes. Nebraska is noted for 
higher taxes than Wyoming. It's 35 miles from where I live. We 
hear about population shifts in and out of the state by age, by 
income, by the ability to pay taxes, by the ability not to pay
taxes. And it concerns me greatly when we're faced with a
decision, when I wish that we had the resources given our
current, I would say, undesirable tax bite, but when we
have...if we could only do these programs, these line-item 
overrides with the current resources, how nice that would be. 
But the fact of the matter is Senator Wehrbein agrees that if we 
do this override, we need to raise taxes. And in the current 
form of LB 1085, we have an increase in sales tax and an 
increase in the base, broadening of the base for sales tax. We 
have an income tax. Some would argue that there are even some 
property tax increases...
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